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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA 
HAMMOND DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

V. ) 

) Cause No. 2;19-cv-35 
$31,420.00 in U.S. Currency and ) 

$20,700.00 in U.S. Currency, ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT IN REM 

Plaintiff, United States of America, by its attorneys, Thomas L. Kirsch 
H, United States Attorney for the Northern District of Indiana, and Orest 
Szewciw, Assistant United States Attorney, brings this complaint and alleges 
as follows in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is an action to forfeit and condemn to the use and benefit of 
the United States of America $31,420.00 and $20,700.00 in U.S. currency 
(hereinafter referred to as "defendant property”). 

THE DEFENDANT IN REM 

2. Defendants $31,420.00 and $20,700.00 in U.S. currency were 
seized on August 15, 2018, from Octavius Humphrey and Kwasi Casey, 


respectively, in Jasper County, Indiana. Defendant property is in the 
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custody of the United States Marshal’s Service in South Bend, Indiana. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. Plaintiff brings this action in rem in its own right to forfeit and 
condemn the defendant properties. This Court has jurisdiction over an 
action commenced hy the United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an 
action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(a). 

4. This Court has hoth in rem and subject matter jurisdiction over 
the defendant property under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b) 

5. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1395(b), 
because the defendant property was found within this district. 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

6. The defendant property is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 21 
U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), because it constitutes money furnished or intended to be 
furnished in exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the Controlled 
Substances Act. 

FACTS 

7. On August 15, 2018, a law enforcement officer conducted a traffic 
stop of a Ford Expedition for a traffic violation on Interstate 65 in Jasper 
County, Indiana. The vehicle was a rental vehicle, rented by a third-party. 
Octavius Humphrey was the driver; Kwasi Casey was a passenger. Upon 
speaking with the occupants, the officer immediately noticed the strong smell 
of raw marijuana. The officer ran Mr. Humphrey’s name through NCIC 
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which showed an outstanding arrest warrant in the State of Kansas for 
illegal narcotics. 

8. The officer conducted a search of the vehicle and located a hlack 
plastic bag, which contained the defendant $31,420.00 and a black paper bag, 
which contained the defendant $20,700.00. Defendant $31,420.00 was 
comprised of the following denominations; 26 $100s, 16 $50s, 1,377 $20s, 42 
$10s and 12 $5s. Defendant $20,700.00 consisted of the following 
denominations: 64 $100s, 44 $50s and 605 $20s. Mr. Casey claimed 
ownership of defendant $20,700.00; Mr. Humphrey claimed ownership of 
defendant $31,420.00. 

9. The officer separately questioned the vehicle’s occupants in his 
police vehicle. Mr. Humphrey initially stated that that he had departed 
Dayton, Ohio, and was driving to Chicago, Illinois to visit family. Mr. 
Humphrey later stated to other officers that had arrived at the scene that he 
was traveling to Chicago to a private seller to purchase vehicles. When 
asked what car dealership he was traveling to, Mr. Humphrey said a private 
seller to by a “Benz.” When asked whether he was employed, Mr. Humphrey 
stated that he sells dogs. When asked about the source of defendant 
$31,420.00, Mr. Humphrey stated that he sold his 2012 Charger last week for 
$20,000.00 and his Cadillac truck on Sunday for the remaining amount 
($11,420.00). When asked if he had a Bill of Sale, Mr. Humphrey said no. 
When asked to identify to whom he sold the Charger, Mr. Humphrey said he 
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didn’t know. 

10. Officers questioned Mr. Casey about the purpose of his trip and 
the defendant $20,700.00. When asked the purpose of his trip, Mr. Casey 
stated they were going to Chicago to look at a couple of cars. When asked 
where they were going to look at cars, Mr. Casey did not know the address. 
When asked about the source of the defendant $20,700.00, Mr. Casey stated 
the money came from selling cars, dogs and playing the numbers. 

11. A data base inquiry showed Mr. Casey with prior drug convictions 
for dealing and possession. 

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff requests that the defendant property be 

forfeited and condemned to the United States of America; that Warrant of 

Arrest In Rem be issued for defendant properties; that the plaintiff be 

awarded its costs and disbursements in this action; and for such other relief 

this court deems proper and just. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS L. KIRSCH H 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

By: /S/ Orest Szewciw 
Orest Szewciw 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
5400 Federal Plaza, Suite 1500 
Hammond, Indiana 46320 
(219)937-5500; fax: 219-852-2770 
email:orest.szewciw@usdoi.gov 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Richard Trail, hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury 
that I am a Task Force Officer with the Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA); that I have read the foregoing Verified Complaint In Rem and know 
the contents thereof, and that the matters contained in the Verified 
Complaint are true to the best of my knowledge. 

The sources of my knowledge and information are the official files and 
records of DEA, along with information supplied to me by other law 
enforcement officers, as well as my investigation of this case. 

I hereby verify and declare under the penalty of perjxiry that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 


Dated: 





Task Force Officer, DEA 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA 
HAMMOND DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

V. ) 

) Cause No. 2;19-cv-35 
$31,420.00 in U.S. Currency and ) 

$20,700.00 in U.S. Currency, ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 

WARRANT FOR ARREST IN REM 

TO; THE UNITED STATES MARSHAL FOR THE NORTHERN 
DISTRICT OF INDIANA AND/OR ANY OTHER DULY AUTHORIZED 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER; 

WHEREAS, on January 23, 2019 . the United States of America filed a 
verified complaint for civil forfeiture in the United States District Court for 
the Northern District of Indiana against the above-named defendant 
property, alleging that said property is subject to seizure and civil forfeiture 
to the United States for reasons mentioned in the complaint; 

NOW THEREFORE, you are hereby commanded to arrest and take 
into your possession the above-named defendant property and to use 
whatever means appropriate to protect and maintain it in your custody until 
further order of the Court. 

YOU ARE FURTHER COMMANDED to provide notice of this action to 
any person thought to have a potential interest in or claim against the 
defendant property by serving upon such person or to the attorney 
representing the potential claimant with respect to the seizure of the 
property, a copy of this warrant of arrest in rem and the verified complaint, 
in a manner consistent with the principles of service of process of an action in 
rem under the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime and Asset 
Forfeiture Claims, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 
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This warrant provides notice that in order to avoid civil forfeiture of the 
property, any person claiming an interest in, or right against, the property 
must file a claim in the court where the action is pending, pursuant to Rule G 
of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime and Asset Forfeiture 
Claims. The claim must identify the specific property claimed, identify the 
claimant and state the claimant’s interest in the property, be signed by the 
claimant under penalty of perjury, and be served on the government attorney 
handling the case. A claimant must file a claim no later than 35 days after 
the date the notice is sent or, as applicable, no later than 30 days after the 
date of final publication of the notice of civil forfeiture. In addition, any 
person having filed such a claim shall also file an answer or motion to the 
complaint no later than 20 days after the filing of the claim. 

All claims and answers or motions for the defendant property must be 
filed with the Office of the Clerk, United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Indiana, 5400 Federal Plaza, Hammond, Indiana 46320, 
and a copy of the claim and answer or motion sent to Assistant United Sates 
Attorney Orest Szewciw, United States Attorney’s Office, 5400 Federal Plaza, 
Suite 1500, Hammond, Indiana 46320. 

Additional procedures and regulations regarding this forfeiture action 
are found at 19 U.S.C. §§1602-1621. 

YOU ARE FURTHER COMMANDED, promptly after execution of this 
process, to file the same in this Court with your return thereon, identifying 
the individuals upon whom copies were served and the manner employed. 


Dated;_ Robert N. Trgovich 

Clerk of the Court 


By; 


Deputy Clerk 




